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Project Overview

Through this initiative, grassroots agricultural leaders are working together to determine how large a role the ag sector can play in helping the nation move towards energy independence. The project has two primary goals: to help agriculture unite behind a common vision for energy production from America’s farms and ranches, and to develop a comprehensive strategy to bring this vision to life.

Agriculture’s Role
American Agriculture is well positioned to significantly expand its role in the development and implementation of new energy solutions. Long known and respected for its contributions to the production of food and fiber, an emerging opportunity exists for crop, livestock and grass producers, as well as tree farmers, to become major producers of another essential commodity—energy.

Consider these facts:

• The current carbon based energy paradigm is no longer sustainable

• Our nation and the world are looking for new energy solutions

• Energy, economic development, national security and environmental quality are inextricably linked

Corn and soybean producers have shown how the ag sector can become modern day energy providers—but it can play a larger role. America’s farms and ranches can produce important fuels and feedstock needed to help our nation achieve energy independence.

Through emerging technology farmers and ranchers can dramatically increase the production of liquid transportation fuels; generate electricity by harnessing wind and solar energy and capturing and converting biogas emissions; and produce biomass and turn crop residues, ag byproducts and wastes into value added energy feedstocks.

Our Vision

Agriculture will provide 25 percent of the total energy consumed in the United States by 2025 while continuing to produce abundant, safe and affordable food and fiber.

Call to action

The Ag Energy Work Group believes the time has come for the agricultural production sector to join together to develop and forcefully champion a bold vision that encompasses the production of clean, affordable and readily available feedstock for energy production. 

We are inviting the leaders representing the nation’s agricultural community to join us in an expanded dialogue about agriculture’s role in ensuring U.S. energy independence.

For More Information:   

Ernie Shea, Project Coordinator, 

Ag Energy Work Group, 

Eshea@nresolutions.com; www.agenergy.info
