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Production Trends
• The capacity of the conventional ethanol industry has nearly tripled since 

2004.

• Current cellulosic ethanol capacity plus plants under construction will only 
provide 0.17 billion gallons.

2Sources: Renewable Fuels Association, EISA, NREL
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Policy Barriers

 Competing subsidies for commodity crops 
– an equal playing field is needed

 Inadequacies in current loan guarantee 
policies that inhibit their use 

 Lack of standardization and mandates to 
support new infrastructure development 
and encourage installation of ethanol-
compatible equipment (e.g., pumps)

 Lack of flex fuel vehicle mandates

Subsidies, standardization, and inadequate financing policies could create 
barriers to biofuels


