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Partnership Definitions and Agreements

The U.S. Department of Energy has posed a challenge to the homebuilding industry – to build 220,000 high performance homes by 2012. Homes that qualify for the Builders Challenge must achieve a 70 or better on the EnergySmart Home Scale (E-Scale), meaning that they will use at least 30% less energy than a typical new home built to code.  They must also meet the Builders Challenge Quality Criteria.  The E-Scale allows homebuyers to understand – at a glance – how the energy performance of a particular home compares with others.  Through the Builders Challenge, participating homebuilders will have an easy way to differentiate their best energy-performing homes from other products in the marketplace, and to make the benefits clear to buyers.  

Through industry partnerships and existing programs, the Builders Challenge will promote the use of market-tested and cost-effective energy efficiency strategies.  The Challenge will support, recognize, and reward builders for achieving higher levels of energy efficiency.  DOE's goal is that, by 2030, new home buyers will have the option to buy a cost-effective Net-Zero Energy Home (NZEH) anywhere in the United States.
The following are draft agreements to ensure the integrity of the initiative:

A. Builder (or Developer) Partner

B. Program Partner    

C. Resource Partner  

D. Manufacturer Partner 

E. Third-Party Verifier 
Builder Agreement to “Take the Challenge”
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has posed a challenge to the homebuilding industry -- to build 220,000 high performance homes by 2012. Homes that qualify for the Builders Challenge must achieve between 70 and 0 on the EnergySmart Home Scale (E-Scale) and meet the Builders Challenge Quality Criteria.  This voluntary initiative is designed to transform the market and support the nation’s leading builders in their effort to design, build, and sell high performance homes.  
A Builder (or Developer) Partner is defined as any builder of new, U.S. housing including all single-family (attached and detached) and low-rise multi-family (3 stories or less).  This also includes developers of land or subdivisions for the purpose of housing.
The following are the terms of agreement for a Builders Challenge partnership between the U.S. Department of Energy and the Builder Participant:
U.S. Department of Energy Commitments
· Maintain web page highlighting builder participation that serves as a reference to interested homebuyers.

· Provide programmatic changes and updates to builder participants in a timely manner.

· Provide participants with technical support and access to the EnergySmart Home Scale (E-Scale), logos, and marketing tools. 

· Respond in a timely manner to participant requests for information or clarification on initiative requirements.

Builder Participant Commitments
· Build a minimum of one (1) home that is between 70-0 on the EnergySmart Home Scale and meets the Builders Challenge Quality Criteria within 18 months of signing agreement.

· Register each qualifying home to receive credit and recognition.  
· Employ third-party verification and/or demonstrate use of an in-house quality assurance process to verify E-Scale rating to maintain the integrity of the DOE name.
· Provide general outreach on the Builders Challenge and E-Scale to the public.
· Follow usage guidelines when using the E-Scale, certificates, logo, and/or any other associated marketing materials in conjunction with a registered home(s).

· Monitor updates to the initiative and adjust minimum threshold goals and associated practices for continued participation.

General Terms and Conditions 

The Builder Partner will not construe, claim, or imply that its participation in the Builders Challenge constitutes federal government approval, acceptance, or endorsement of anything other than the Builder Participant’s commitment to the initiative.  Partnership does not constitute federal government endorsement of the participant or its homes or services.
· The Builder Participant understands that the activities it undertakes in connection with the initiative are voluntary and not intended to provide services to the federal government.  As such, the Builder Participant will not submit a claim for compensation to any federal agency.

· The Builder Participant and DOE will assume good faith as a general principle for resolving conflict and will seek to resolve all matters informally, so as to preserve maximum public confidence in the initiative.

· This agreement is voluntary and can be terminated by either party at any time for any reason, with no penalty.

· Failure to comply with any of the terms of this agreement can result in its termination and cessation of access to the benefits of the initiative, including use of the EnergySmart Home Scale with the U.S. Department of Energy Seal and the Building America logo and all other materials.  
· DOE will actively pursue resolution of noncompliance related to the use of the initiative logo or EnergySmart Home Scale.
Entry into Force and Duration of Agreement
Both parties concur that this agreement and the terms outlined in the supporting documents will be effective when signed electronically by both parties.  By clicking this toggle you are electronically signing this agreement.

· I have read the above terms, and, as an official representative of my organization, I agree to these terms.

DOE acceptance date: 00/00/0000.  The duration of this agreement is through 12/31/2012. The agreement must be maintained with activity and can be renewed every 5 years. Activity is defined as building, designing, selling, or contributing to the construction of homes that meet the goals of the Builders Challenge.
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