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The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has developed the Standard Energy Efficiency Data (SEED) Platform as
aStandard
tool for managing
building
energy
performance data. It provides state and local governments and building
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owners and managers with an easy-to-use, flexible, and cost-effective tool to manage energy data for large
numbers of buildings. SEED is an open source database aligned to DOE’s building energy performance data
taxonomy, allowing easy storage of data on building benchmarking, energy audits, and retro-commissioning.
Facilitating Energy Efficiency Data Management

Empowering Government and Building Owners

Owners and managers of large building portfolios need a
common method and structure to store data across their
holdings. Many state and local governments need a common
format to track energy performance of buildings in their
communities. The Department of Energy developed the open
source SEED Platform to assist state and local governments
in managing the data associated with these efforts. The result
is the SEED Platform, a database structured around the DOE
building energy performance taxonomy for collecting, storing,
and sharing building energy performance data.

The SEED Platform allows state and local governments and
building owners to easily manage their energy data. This allows
more informed operational and programmatic decisions and
sharing data with external parties when necessary.

The SEED Platform complements existing energy management
tools, such as EPA’s Portfolio Manager. Any entity can use
a SEED database to store and transmit the full spectrum
of building energy efficiency data including building
characteristics, energy usage data, energy audits, retrofits,
and retro-commissioning. SEED enables automated transfer
of large datasets and also allows building owners and
governments to easily export their data to the national DOE
Building Performance Database for analysis of potential
energy savings and financial returns of potential retrofits.

SEED Platform Key Features:
`` State and local governments can use the SEED Platform to
establish their own secure, cloud-based data repository for
building characteristics and energy consumption
`` SEED can electronically pull data for many buildings at
once directly from EPA’s Portfolio Manager and merge that
with other data types such as energy audit data
`` SEED can publish select data via an open Application
Programming Interface (API), facilitating automated
transfer of energy performance data
`` SEED Provides custom search and reporting capabilities
based on users’ needs such as compliance monitoring or
performance analysis
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State and local governments and other program managers
can use the SEED Platform to collect, store, and analyze large
data sets generated by benchmarking, energy auditing, retrocommissioning or retrofitting of many buildings. Building owners
and operators can use SEED to manage their own energy
data in a common format and centralized location. They can
also control the disclosure of their information for compliance
requirements, recognition programs such as ENERGY STAR, or
data sharing with other third parties at their discretion.
The SEED Platform’s open API allows data owners to easily
import and export various types of data—such as monthly
building energy usage or annual energy use intensity to/from
other data systems, and will support the development of new
standards-based analysis tools for building energy performance.
For more information on the SEED Platform contact:
Cody Taylor
SEEDPlatform@ee.doe.gov
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