
“We are like tenant farmers chopping 
down the fence around our house for 
fuel when we should be using Nature's 
inexhaustible sources of energy — sun, 
wind and tide.... I'd put my money on 
the sun and solar energy. What a source 
of power! I hope we don't have to wait 
until oil and coal run out before we 
tackle that.” 

– Thomas Edison (1931) 



“If Edison had a needle to find in a 
haystack, he would proceed at once with 
the diligence of the bee to examine straw 
after straw until he found the object of his 
search. I was a sorry witness of such 
doings, knowing that a little theory and 
calculation would have saved him ninety 
per cent of his labor.” 

– Nikola Tesla (1931) 
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2010 cost breakdown of residential solar systems 
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Breakout Sessions 

I. Modeling solar technology market dynamics 
 Adam Cohen, Fellow  
 

II.  Modeling solar energy technology evolution 
 Aimee Bailey, Fellow  
 

III. Customer decision-making  
 Christina Nichols, Market Transformer 
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Workshop Objectives 

I. Identify the most important questions  
II. Identify potential tools to reach solutions 

Workshop Outcomes 

I. Written summary 
II. Continuing dialogue  
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Areas of Expertise 
 

• Network structure/dynamics 
• Behavioral economics 
• Agent-based modeling 
• Technology diffusion  
• Modeling market dynamics 
• Social dynamics of technology choice 
• Modeling energy markets 
• Urban sustainability 
• Science & technology policy 
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