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Quality, Productivity, 
Accomplishment

• Staff Qualifications:
– NCSL program staff are have worked developing state 

legislative outreach for 8-10 years each. 
– The team has both policy and technical expertise, providing 

them with the great ability to translate technical subject matter 
into terms easily understood by the average state policymaker

– The energy team has successfully staffed numerous energy 
policy meetings/working groups and committees, bringing 
together broad range of viewpoints and stakeholders to 
increase the flow and exchange of ideas.  NCSL has well 
established outreach mechanisms (including an award-
winning website), committees, working groups and large 
meetings providing opportunities to share ideas.
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Solar Energy Institute in 
Washington

Washington, D.C., October 18-19th, 2007

• Fifteen legislators and legislative staff attended 
NCSL's two-day conference

• Toured solar homes during the DOE Solar 
Decathlon.  

• Provided legislators with a basic understanding 
of solar energy technology, the solar market, 
barriers to adoption, and state policies that 
have been instrumental in promoting the 
adoption of solar energy. 

• Follow-up discussions
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Solar Energy Institute in 
Washington

Washington, D.C., October 18-19th, 2007

• Evaluation
– Of the 11 policymaker and staff that filled out 

evaluation forms, all "strongly agreed" that they had 
an increased working knowledge of solar power 
technologies and policies. 

– 6 attendees introduced legislation on renewable 
energy: 8 solar specific bills and 6 renewable 
energy bills. 
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Solar Legisbrief
April/May 2008

• Provides state policymakers 
with a short introduction to 
solar energy and a snapshot of 
state solar policy.  

• Delivered to all state legislators 
and staff throughout the 50 
states. 

• It is also used in answering 
information requests.
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Technical Assistance
• Provided state legislators and staff with information 

and analysis on request.  
• More than 250 requests answered during FY 2008. 
• Requests concerned renewable energy policy and 

numerous solar specific questions.  
• In depth contact with a number of states

– Hawaii. NCSL worked with the chair of the house energy 
committee there, providing input on the governor's feed-in 
tariff and decoupling plans, and providing state policy 
information on these plans.

– Texas Provided policymaker, who was author net metering 
legislation, with detailed information on net metering issues to 
assist in his work with the PUC.  Legislator attended Solar 
Institute. 
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– 2007-2008 
enacted solar 
legislation 

– 185 solar-related 
bills enacted 
since 2007

– Press Release
– 2009 update

www.ncsl.org/programs/energy/stnetenergy.cfm

State Solar Legislation Database
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State Solar Legislation Database

Visits 2008
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State Renewable Energy Policy Overviews

• 17 States
• Highlights 

renewable energy 
policy approach

• Discussion of 
policies
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Budget

Operations have been within budget, with 
expenses coming in about $1800 under for 
fiscal year 2008. 
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Plans for FY 2009
• Solar Policy Guide

– Collaboration with DOE, the North Carolina Solar Center, and 
others to complete the solar policy guide for state legislators. 

– Will utilize case studies to demonstrate successful programs
– Distributed to Clean Energy Working group, highlighted in 

press release, posted on web page, sent out for information 
requests.

– Targeted Release Date: April. 
• Energy Policy 101 initiative 

– Targets new legislators on energy and environment 
committees.

– Provides basics of how the energy grid works and the role that 
energy policy plays in providing consumers with energy.  

– Meeting in June, 2009.  
– Solar energy policy will be discussed and highlighted in 

meeting sessions, which will include discussions of RPS and 
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Plans for FY 2009

• Maintain Solar Database
• NCSL will publish an article on renewable portfolio 

standards in its State Legislatures Magazine: April/May 
• Sessions on renewable energy during tribal legislators 

conference in May.
• NCSL Energy Summit pre-conference to Legislative 

Summit
• Technical Assistance
• Solar Institute with solar Decathlon tour



Relevance/Impact of 
Research

• The Solar Institute demonstrated increased knowledge among 
policymakers, increasing the likelihood of more informed solar related 
policy creation. It also showed that attendees to act on their knowledge 
by pursuing initiatives

• Technical assistance allows NCSL staff to have direct contact with 
legislators, providing them with information and insight on effective 
legislation from around the country. 

• Outreach materials, such as the RPS article that will appear in the State 
Legislatures magazine, will reach all legislators and staff, providing a 
rationale behind solar incentives and the economic and energy security 
benefits that can accrue from solar energy and renewable energy 
infrastructure in general.

• Meetings and meeting sessions provide legislators the opportunity to 
interact, share ideas and from other policymakers and shareholders. 
NCSL research shows that state lawmakers place high value on these 
activities.

• Materials and technical assistance help legislators make sense of the 
various policy options available  allowing them to tailor the best options 
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