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Notes on Data for Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program Formula Allocations to Local Entities
This document references the “Local Government Allocation data” Excel file.
Detailed information on formula methodology can be found in Federal Register Vol. 74. No. 71, Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program – State, Local and Tribal Allocation Formulas available at http://www.eecbg.energy.gov/.
According to Sec. 543(a) in EISA, approximately 34% of the total funds were allocated to those governments meeting the eligibility criteria under the definition of Alternative 1, and an additional 34% were allocated to those meeting the criteria under definition Alternative 2.  See Eligibility below for more details on the criteria.  To allocate these funds, DOE was instructed in Sec. 543(b) of EISA to establish a formula according to

(1) the populations served by the eligible units of local government, according to the latest available decennial census; and

(2) the daytime populations of the eligible units of local government and other similar factors (such as square footage of commercial, office, and industrial space), as determined by the Secretary.

In accordance with American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, DOE was instructed to “use the most recent and accurate population data available to satisfy the requirements” of this section.  The Department of Energy launched the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program on March 26, 2009.  The data sources cited below were the most recent and accurate sources available at that time.

Under the “Notes” column, the following codes apply:

1 = Eligible for Alternative 1
2 = Eligible for Alternative 2
S = American Communities Survey 3yr data used for daytime population estimate
C = Census 2000 data used for daytime population estimate
R = Resident population substituted in the absence of available data for daytime population estimate
T = One of the top ten most populous cities or counties in the State 
Resident Population - On the Local Governments spreadsheet, column D
 refers to the 2007 Population Estimate from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Population Estimates program.  See http://www.census.gov/popest/archives/2000s/vintage_2007/.
· For towns and other city-equivalents that contain within their borders one or more incorporated place such as a village or city, the populations of the inner lying entities have been subtracted from the outer lying entity’s population.

· For counties and county-equivalents, the resident populations of eligible entities contained therein have been subtracted from the 2007 Population Estimate from the county.

· Successful challenges to the 2007 Population Estimates Program are reflected in the data.
Daytime Population – On the Local Governments spreadsheet, column E refers to the daytime population estimate that DOE used for calculating the weighted population.

· Daytime Population = Total Resident Population + Total Workers Working in the Area/Place – Total Workers Living in the Area/Place.
· To account for the different sources of data used for daytime population estimates, the calculated daytime population using the above equation was normalized by multiplying the calculated Daytime Population by the Resident Population and dividing by the Total Resident Population used in the day time calculation.
· In a manner similar to that used for Resident Population, daytime populations in counties reflect only those areas outside of formula funded cities.
· In some instances, marked with “R” in the Notes column, insufficient data was available to calculate a daytime population, in which case the Resident population was substituted.
· For entities labeled “S” in the notes column, the daytime population was calculated using numbers from the 2005-2007 American Communities Survey 3yr data.
· See http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/users_guide/2005_2007/index.htm.
· For entities labeled “C” in the notes column, the 2000 Census was used to calculate the daytime population estimate.
· See http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html for information on the 2000 Census.
· Commuting data from the 2000 Census were obtained from the Census Transportation Planning Products (CTPP). See http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ctpp/.
Weighted Population – Column F for Local Governments holds the weighted population which was used to calculate the allocated funds.

· Weighted Population = ((118 working hours/168 hours per week)*Resident Population) + ((50 working hours/118 hours per week)*Daytime Population).
· A base assumption in weighting the resident population and the daytime population is that daytime constitutes 10 hours.
· Daytime population estimates are based on working commutes, and therefore only apply for 5 days in the week, or 50 hours during the week.
Eligibility – A “1” and/or a “2” in the Notes column denotes under which Alternative definition for eligibility the entity was allocated funds.

· Resident population according to the 2007 Population Estimate only was used to determine eligibility for Alternative 1 or Alternative 2.
· As explained above, the “balance” population was used for determining county eligibility, including those that fall within the top ten most populous counties in a State

· According to section 541(3) of EISA:

· The following are eligible under Alternative 1:

(i) a city with a population—

1. of at least 35,000; or

2. that causes the city to be 1 of the 10 highest-populated cities of the State in which the city is located (denoted with “T”)

(ii) a county with a population—

1. of at least 200,000; or

2. that causes the county to be 1 of the 10 highest-populated counties of the State in which the county is located (denoted with “T”).

· The following are eligible under Alternative 2:

(i) a city with a population of at least 50,000; or

(ii) a county with a population of at least 200,000.

· By definition, all entities eligible under Alternative 2 are also eligible under Alternative 1.
Allocation – Column G for Local Governments shows the amount of money allocated to the entity under the formula.

· Alternative 1 funds were distributed at a rate of $4.26 per weighted capita.
· Alternative 2 funds were distributed at a rate of $5.27 per weighted capita.
· These $ per weighted capita amounts were calculated using the formula published in the Federal Register Vol. 74. No. 71.
· Using the formula it was determined that an entity with a weighted population of 11,735 or below would receive the minimum amount of funding.
· The minimum level of funding applied to cities and counties in this situation is $50,000.
· After Alternative 1 funds and Alternative 2 funds have been calculated and added, the dollar amount was rounded to the nearest $100.
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