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Q: For a clothes washer, clothes dryer or dishwasher with an electronic, or “soft,” on/off button
or switch that does not physically break the connection to the mains power supply, is the
appliance considered to be in “off mode” when the button or switch is indicated as being in the
“off” position?

A: No, the appliance would instead be considered to be in “standby mode” as defined in
appendices C1, D1, D2 and J2 of Subpart B to 10 CFR Part 430. Standby mode is defined as a
mode in which the product is connected to a mains power source and offers one or more of the
following user-oriented or protective functions which may persist for an indefinite period of
time: (a) To facilitate the activation of other modes (including activation or deactivation of
active mode) by remote switch (including remote control), internal sensor, or timer; (b)
continuous functions, including information or status displays (including clocks) or sensor-based
functions. A timer is a continuous clock function (which may or may not be associated with a
display) that provides regular, scheduled tasks (e.g., switching) and that operates on a
continuous basis.
DOE considers the internal control panel component that detects the press of the electronic
power button to be an internal sensor that facilitates the activation or deactivation of other
modes (including active mode); therefore, the product would be in standby mode when the
electronic button or switch is indicated as being in the “off” position. Because of its capability to
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detect the press of the electronic power button, this internal sensor differs from a hard on/off
switch, which does not provide any such sensing capabilities but may include an indicator to
show that the product is in off mode.
“Off mode” as defined in appendices C1, D1, D2 and J2 of Subpart B to 10 CFR Part 430 would
not be applicable to this product, unless it also has a “hard” on/off switch or dial that physically
breaks the connection to the mains power supply and does not provide any standby mode or
active mode features when that on/off switch is in the “off” position.
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