
  

    
 

 
                   

                                         
             

                            

 

 

 

  

  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

IMPROVING THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
Last update: 3-17-2009 

General PV Specification 

PV collectors shall be tested for compliance with UL standard 1703.  Modules should be 
oriented within 45° of true south and tilted at between 20° and 50° from the horizontal (in the 
continental U.S.) with no significant shading from adjacent trees, structures, etc.   

Modules shall be mounted using hardware systems tested and approved for design wind and 
load conditions at the site.  Module roof mounting and necessary penetrations shall be 
coordinated with and approved by the roofer and/or general contractor to ensure weather-proof 
integration that does not compromise roof warrantees. 

Inverters and balance of system components shall be appropriate for grid interconnection and 
tested for compliance with UL standard 1741.  The PV contractor shall be responsible for 
meeting all utility interconnection requirements including provision of necessary metering, 
disconnects, etc.  The PV system shall comply with Section 690 of the 2008 National Electric 
Code or other appropriate local standards. 

The PV contractor shall coordinate with the general contractor and electrician regarding scopes 
of work, integration with the building electrical systems, and permitting. 

The PV system shall include a user interface that provides readily accessible information to 
system owners including system status, system faults, power generation, and energy generation 
over time. 

For more information or comments, contact Robb Aldrich at raldrich@swinter.com 

Limits of Liability and Disclaimer of Warranty: 
Steven Winter Associates, Inc. makes no representations about the suitability of this document for all 
situations. The accuracy and completeness of the information provided by the author and the opinions 
stated herein are not guaranteed or warranted to produce any particular results and the advice and 
strategies contained herein may not be suitable for all applications.  This document is provided “as is”' 
without express or implied warranty.  Steven Winter Associates, Inc. shall not be liable in any event for 
incidental or consequential damages in connection with, or arising out of, the furnishing, performance, 
or use of this documentation.  The information presented in this article is for use with care by 
professionals. 

Consor tium for A dvance d Re sidential Buil dings 
Steven Winter Associate s, Inc. 

www.carb-swa.co m 
50 Washington St . 6th F l , Norwalk , CT 068 54  tel 203-857-0200  fax 203-857-0200 
307 7th A ve. Ste. 1701, New York, NY 10001  tel 212-564-5800 fax 212-741-8673 
1112 16t h  St . , N W St e . 240, Wa sh ingt on , D C 20036   tel 202-628-6100 fax 202-393-5043 

mailto:raldrich@swinter.com

