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EERE Web Coordinator’s Meeting Minutes

July 21, 2011
Attending in Person
EERE Communications and Outreach – Drew Bittner; Alex Clayborne, Billie Newland, and Michael Thomas, EES
BA / PES – Leah Cogswell

FEMP – Joe Konrade
Geothermal – Glenda Garcia, EES

International – Emily Setzer, New West
ITP – Gideon Varga; Christine Rabine and Nicole Miklus, Energetics

Attending by Phone
BA / PES – Ellen Hilburn

Biomass – Liz Penniman, BCS  

Buildings – Erin Jackson, Energetics; Jenni Sonnen and Michelle Rowland, NREL; Shan Osborn, PNL

Deployment – Rachel Sullivan, NREL

EERE Analysis – Scott Gossett and Mike Meshek, NREL

FEMP – Gabe Boeckman, Molly Riddell, and Heidi Blakley, NREL

Fuel Cells – Kristen Nawoj, Sentech; Sara Havig, NREL

ITP – Winnie Kwok and Bory Buth, Energetics   

Solar – Tina Eichner, Linh Truong, and Amy Vaughn (Solar Decathlon), NREL

Vehicles – Else Tennessen and Vicki Skonicki, Argonne; Matt Rahill and Trish Cozart (Clean Cities), NREL

Wind and Water – Alex Lemke, Kathy O’Dell, and Julie Jones (Wind Powering America), NREL
WIP – Agatha Wein, New West; Jimmy Jones and Karen Petersen (Tribal), NREL

EERE Communications and Outreach – Allison Casey, Chris Stewart, Elizabeth Spencer, Leslie Gardner, Marsha Luevane, NREL

Summary
This was the 37th meeting of EERE’s Web coordinators. 

Current Business

Around the Table

· Drew Bittner mentioned that a marketing plan template is on its way.

· EERE recently had a good meeting with HUGE and other players in the integration of Energy Savers into Energy.gov.

· Please take a look at Energy.data.gov (http://www.data.gov/energy), then take a clinical look at your own sites to see if there is data that can be moved into this public sphere. All of our information is owned by the American public, so we need to make sure it’s accessible. Contact Drew as a first step in this process of including your data.

· Biomass is holding its annual conference, Biomass 2011, on July 26-27. You can sign up for the live-feed webcast; see the event listing on the Biomass home page.

· Buildings is continuing to work on the restructuring of its sites, which is involving some usability and developing a new site map. The program is also providing instruction to its content writers to ensure consistency in message.

· FEMP is working on an extranet site for its 15 interagency working groups. Also, GovEnergy 2011 is coming up in two weeks in Cincinnati. 

· Geothermal has been working on enhancements to its projects database, which recently have included the addition of a keyword search. The program is also working on some usability.

· ITP is reorganizing content in a couple sections of the site.

· Solar is moving content from its corporate site to the SunShot site and is also making some updates to the SunShot home page. The program has been working with the move of the Solar America Communities site, and is working with the EES team on the projects database.

· Vehicles is working on its Alternative Fuel Data Center (AFDC) strategy, and an audience analysis, as well as updating the content maintenance plan.

· WIP is working on a Drupal pilot project, the Clean Energy Finance Guide For Residential and Commercial Building Improvements, which recently had its initial PRT meeting.

· Wind and Water is updating content and still looking at the site split.
Drupal Update
Alex Clayborne gave an overview of the new process for creating modules in the Drupal platform that EERE will soon be moving its sites into. A module is essentially a new functionality beyond text and other standard features, like a new application or widget, to add on to the existing Drupal code. If you’d like to add a module, first propose it through the normal PRT process, then make sure you’ve created your developer GitHub accounts, contact EES for access to the codebase, install the EERE profile on your development server, test against the EERE codebase, then request a code merge.

One big reason EERE is using GitHub is to make the best use of already existing code, and to avoid the duplication of work. So when considering a new module, make sure it’s not already part of the codebase.

We’re using Jenkins Continuous Integration software, which can take code from disparate contributors and run the necessary tests on it. Code will also run through a style review; please follow the standards on http://drupal.org/coding-standards. Once it’s reviewed, code will be staged in the ECWHE environment and scanned for vulnerabilities.

Note that the staging server paradigm will change in our new Drupal platform. Rather than staging sites on www2 before releasing them to the live site, staging will occur from within the Drupal application. So your reviewers will need to log into a Drupal account to view and approve staged content. One option, to lessen the need to create new accounts, is to use screenshots. There will be varying levels of Drupal accounts, much the same way our current CMS is set up with the roles of QA-er, developer, etc. If you don’t already have a CMS account, you’ll need to complete the ECWHE Rules of Behavior and Account Authorization forms. If you currently have an account, the plan right now is to grandfather you into the new system. 

For any questions on our new Drupal environment, you can contact Alex at EES.
Content Certification Reminder
A reminder that with all new projects going live, we’re asking you, within 18 months of launch, to reassess your content and confirm that it is still valid, that it needs to be updated, or that it may be archived. This new process will be incorporated into the maintenance plans and will be extended into more and more of our EERE Web presence.
Communication Standards Update

Elizabeth Spencer reminded folks of a couple updates that went out recently in the Communication Standards blog: We have revised the graphics guidelines and the testing suite, the latter of which now includes IE9, Firefox 4, and Google Chrome 12. Note that developers might want to keep a copy of IE8 around for testing, as IE9 has not yet been tested in OpenText.
Next Meeting

The next Web coordinator’s meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 18. If the agenda is light, we may skip the August meeting, but we’ll let you know for sure. Contact Drew with ideas for future meetings.
