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• Welcome
• Background and Goals
• Required elements

– DOE/EERE logo
– Program logo placement
– Colors and fonts
– EERE Information Center
– Program domains

• Templates 
• Exhibits
• Messaging 
• Discussion

Agenda
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• EERE has rich history of comprehensive branding
– Templates and standards since 2003

• IT WAS TIME TO UPDATE OUR IDENTITY
– We needed to modernize our information to make it 

more consistent, appealing and accessible to the 
public, media, and other stakeholders.

Background
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• EERE technologies and programs are being highlighted 
as the focus of the President as the nexus of 
transforming our economy
– As such, we are being viewed more often and with 

greater scrutiny.   
– Therefore it is more vital than ever to be consistent 

with our messaging and branding.

• The Identity system is still evolving, and will continue to 
so over time as we determine things that work or don’t 
work and as styles change.

Background
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• DOE/EERE logo
– Guidance on program logos

• Colors
• Fonts
• EERE Information Center

– Guidance on program domains

Required Elements
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• Make it clear that DOE/EERE is the 
sponsor of this vital information.

• Create an identity system that is flexible 
for programs to implement

• Create an engaging design to inspire 
audiences to take action

Goals
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DOE/EERE Logo



8 Technology Advancement and Outreach eere.energy.gov

• Only use the DOE/EERE watermark provided by EERE. 

• Use the reverse out whenever possible.

• Place the DOE/EERE watermark against a solid 
background, not a picture

• DO NOT USE THE DOE SEAL!
– The DOE Seal may only be used with permission and 

for specific purposes. 

DOE/EERE Logo
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Logos
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Identifiable corporate logos

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.logodesignworks.com/logo-designs/logo-design-m/main/MobilPegasusA.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.qbn.com/topics/573371/%3Fpage%3D2&usg=__Qmbm-FvdTkwToHZBWMo21SBU5vk=&h=538&w=538&sz=13&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=bi_NdWQe6DUucM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=132&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmobil%2Blogo%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBS_enUS299US301%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1
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Seals of Other Federal 
Government Agencies

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wood.army.mil/hdtc/DOSseal.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wood.army.mil/hdtc/policy.html&usg=__lIheVNuWxaVZMfzXNVXQJXWC6ww=&h=218&w=218&sz=26&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=gsMDVNs2LaN2AM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=107&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dunited%2Bstates%2Bdepartment%2Bof%2Bstate%2Bseal%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBS_enUS299US301%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://brianallmerradionetwork.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/us-senate-seal.png&imgrefurl=http://brianallmerradionetwork.wordpress.com/2009/10/24/10-24-09-bennet-pushes-usda-to-appoint-fsa-state-committee/&usg=__Wsf3wnQnkmsyBvWofELVp7q2JlU=&h=600&w=600&sz=286&hl=en&start=34&um=1&tbnid=8rovYJXyd-c-zM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dunited%2Bstates%2Bdepartment%2Bof%2Bagriculture%2Bseal%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBS_enUS299US301%26sa%3DN%26start%3D18%26um%3D1
http://www.plaquesandpatches.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=4&products_id=218
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/National_Security_Agency_seal.png
http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:The_Office_of_the_Director_of_National_Intelligence.svg
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Identifiable Logos of Federal 
Government Agencies

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.militaryplaques.com/Government/USDA-Logo-Plaque%2520M.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.militaryplaques.com/USDA_Plaque.html&usg=__AoZNj8xBsl1SBKykcwQQrioTJ30=&h=228&w=326&sz=12&hl=en&start=15&um=1&tbnid=HPTMMnwjRuHrBM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=118&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dunited%2Bstates%2Bdepartment%2Bof%2Bagriculture%2Bseal%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBS_enUS299US301%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/US-NHTSA-2003Logo.svg/720px-US-NHTSA-2003Logo.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US-NHTSA-2003Logo.svg&usg=__ITyESJOVXKwUYBoEqk20qy8iCrU=&h=295&w=720&sz=17&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=qivGLm4d9OP3-M:&tbnh=57&tbnw=140&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnhtsa%2Bseal%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4ADBS_enUS299US301%26um%3D1
http://www.plaquesandpatches.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=4&products_id=298
http://www.plaquesandpatches.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=4&products_id=297
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• The DOE/EERE watermark should always appear in the header of 
the first page then in the footer on subsequent pages and in the 
footer or at the end of the body on the last page.

• Only the Program name may appear next to the DOE/EERE 
watermark, not subprograms, and not in a font size larger than the 
word “Energy” in the watermark.

DOE/EERE logo (continued)
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Improper use of logos

http://www.eere.energy.gov/industry/
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• Approved list on the EERE 
Communications Standards site. 

• Must be subordinate to the DOE/EERE 
watermark, following a visual hierarchy.

• May only be used in the body of the 
document, not in the header or footer.

Subprogram Logos
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Proper Use of Subprogram Logos
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Improper Use of Subprogram Logos
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• Permission through Scott Minos and the 
Front Office must be obtained for the 
development of any new logo for a 
subprogram which is meant to also include 
conferences, initiatives, or coalitions.
– Logos may not be copyrighted without 

permission.  
– Copyrights are owned by DOE.  

Logo permission 
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Colors
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• For those who do not use the templates please 
make certain to use one of the two primary colors 
and as many of the secondary colors throughout
– Use in a conservative manner.  
– This will ensure coordination with other 

materials.  

Colors Off the Template



21 Technology Advancement and Outreach eere.energy.gov

Examples
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Fonts
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Print Materials
• On print materials—specifically publications, periodicals, and 

newsletters—the preferred placement for this information is in the 
lower left or right quadrant of the last page or back cover of a 
document. The reference should read as follows: 

For More Information
Contact the EERE Information Center 1-877-EERE-INF (1-877-337-3463) or visit 

www.eere.energy.gov.   

Other Communication Products
• On exhibits, CDs, business cards and other print materials with 

limited space, please place the reference information in the location 
best suited for that product.

eere.energy.gov
1-877-EERE-INF 
1-877-337-3463

EERE Information Center
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Templates
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• Fact Sheets

• Case Studies/Best Practices/Lessons 
Learned

• What other templates do the Programs 
need? 

Publication Templates
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• Photos may be switched out, although these versions 
are being supplied by NREL for each of the Programs. 

PowerPoint Templates
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• Purpose is to promote EERE’s mission through exhibits, maintain 
consistency in visual identity of all EERE communication products

• Branding elements include the EERE color palettes, Gotham font, and 
placement of graphic elements (photos, color bars, text)

• The guide provides examples rather than downloadable templates

References
• The EERE logo for exhibit layout is downloadable for print use: 

eere.energy.gov/communicationstandards/print/ids.html

• Exhibit guidelines are available at: 
eere.energy.gov/communicationstandards/exhibit/core_elements.html

Exhibits

http://www.eere.energy.gov/communicationstandards/print/ids.html
http://www.eere.energy.gov/communicationstandards/exhibit/core_elements.html
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• Do not put content below the “fold”, which is 
approximately 2/3 to 3/4 of the way down.
– Nobody can see far down the exhibit.
– Nobody will read that much or that far down the 

exhibit.
• If you REALLY need all that information consider 

creating a larger exhibit.

Exhibit Best Practices
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Exhibit Best Practices
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• Eliminate clutter! It will repel customers not 
draw them in.
– Keep writing to a minimum….let your 

web site and publications tell your story.
– Keep pictures to a minimum – one large 

top picture and maybe one smaller pic 
or one logo.  
• If you want to do more than one pic 

make a collage for the top

Exhibit Best Practices
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Exhibit Guidelines

Layout and design for a standard 10 ft. booth using a horizontal feature photo
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Layout and design for a standard 10 ft. booth using a horizontal feature photo
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• www.eere.energy.gov/communicationstandards/print/elements.html

• www.eere.energy.gov/communicationstandards/exhibit/core_elements.html

Guides
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• The Administration is still developing messaging 
around the issues of energy and the 
environment. Until they settle on some common 
themes, the best idea is to stick with already 
agreed upon wording and less specific 
information whenever possible.

Messaging
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• Terms that are preferred
– Clean
– Green
– Reliable
– Abundant
– Efficient
– Competitive

Messaging (continued)
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• Terms to not be used as a general rule.
– Energy Independence
– Energy Security, although it may used 

if it applies specifically to an issue.

Messaging (continued)
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• I will no longer make exceptions based 
on “rushed” jobs.

• Finals must be submitted for approval, 
not drafts.  
– No changes after approvals unless 

resubmitted for approval.

Print and Exhibit Approval
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Archiving and Updating

• The adoption of the Online Product Library has 
highlighted the fact that many Programs still 
have active documents in the Information Center 
that are far older than federal archiving 
guidelines – some are as old as 18 years!

• There will be a limit of 5 years on EERE 
documents before they have to be updated with 
a new date, content (if necessary), and current 
identity.  If documents are not updated they will 
be archived.
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• TAO will distribute guidelines which 
highlight justifications and processes.

• In addition, the Online Product Library will 
be integrated with process capabilities to 
assist the Programs.

Guidelines
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• We will have quarterly meetings, much like 
the Web Coordinators meetings.

• The next meeting will be on 02/10/2010
– An official invite will be sent out shortly.

• The topic will be Guidelines and 
Processes as well as Archiving.

EERE Print and Exhibit 
Coordinators Meetings
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